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were immediately after replaced; vast spaces covered
with thick wood, or obscure alleys, were suddenly
changed into immense pieces of water, on which people
were rowed in gondolas; then they were changed again
into forest (I speak of what I have seen in six weeks);
basins were changed a hundred times; cascades the
same; carp ponds adorned with the most exquisite
painting, scarcely finished, were changed and differ-
ently arranged by the same hands; and this an infinite
number of times; then there was that prodigious ma-
chine just alluded to, with its immense aqueducts, the
conduit, its monstrous resources solely devoted to
Marly, and no longer to Versailles; so that I am under
the mark in saying that Versailles, even, did not cost
so much as Marly.

Such was the fate of a place the abode of serpents,
and of carrion, of toads and frogs, solely chosen to
avoid expense. Such was the bad taste of the King
in all things, and his proud haughty pleasure in forcing
nature; which neither the most mighty war, nor devo-
tion could subdue!

